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Lord CHANCELLORS, for Law, from whom, when confeder-
ate against him at the bar, he carried away the prize of Elo-
quence^ and, to say all in a word, to the right reverend the
Lord BISHOP of LONDON himself, in the art of writing
pastoral letters".                                                                        5

Nor did his Actions fall short of the sublimity of his Concep-
tions. In his early youth he met the Revolution at Nottingham*
face to face, at a time when his betters contented themselves
with following her. [It was here he got acquainted with Old
JB attic-array, of whom he hath made so honourable mention 10
in one of his immortal Odes.] But he shone in Courts as well as
Camps: He was called up when the nation fell in labour of this
Revolution?: and was a gossip at her christening, with the
Bishop and the ladiesz.

As to his Birth, it is true he pretendeth no relation either to  15
Heathen God or Goddess; but, what is as good,  he was
descended from a Maker of botha. And that he did not pass
himself on the world for a Hero, as well by birth as education,
was his own fault: For, his lineage he bringeth into his life as
an Anecdote, and is sensible he had it in his power to be 20
thought no body's son at oil0: And what is that but coming into
the world a Hero?

[But be it, (the punctilious Laws of Epic Poesy so requiring)
that a Hero of more than mortal birth must needs be had,
even for this we have a remedy. We can easily derive our 25

6-7 Conceptions] Conceit

7-8 at Nottingham . . . face] face to face in Nottingham
9-11 It was here . . . Odes ]Om.
23ff. But be it . . . Chaos?} Om.

v P. 436, 437.        w P. 52. <No bishop is named by Cibber.>      * P. 47.
10. Battle-array ("Old Battle-array" is a gibe at Gibber's New-Year ode for
1733 (Gent. Mag. iii 40). He had allowed himself to write:
As freedom the jewel of life is,
'Twas bought by old battle-array.
The lines were parodied by Isaac Hawkins Browne in A Pipe of Tobacco.}
y p. 57.        2 P. 58, 59.
a A Statuary. <Le, Caius Gabriel Gibber,  1630-1700. He executed a
Pallas and an Apollo for the first Duke of Devonshire.>
b Life, p. 6.
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